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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  NORMANTON . 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT* 
1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Normanton  Urban  District  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you,  this  my  second  Annual  Report, 
being  a  report  of  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1948. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (Acres) ;  . . . . . . 

Population  (Estimated  R.G.). . 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (1938) 
Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (1948) 

Rateable  value . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate.* 
Density  of  population . . . . 


3,061 

19,120 

5,015 

mm  . 

£73,734 

£278. 

6.2  persons  per  acre. 


The  Urban  District  is  divided  into  6  wards  namely: - 
Woodhouse,  Altofts,  Common,  Normanton  Part  1, 
Normanton  Part  2,  Normanton  Part  3. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births, 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live.  Legitimate,,.. 

156 

179 

335 

Illegitimate, , , 

1 

3 

4 

157 

182 

339 

Still.  Legitimate., 

7 

3 

10 

Illegitimate, 

- 

- 

7 

3 

10 

Total  Births . 

164 

185 

349 

BIRTH  RATES, 


124§ 

1242 

1146 

Live  Births  (per  1,000 
estimated  population) 

17.7 

21.1 

18.3 

Still  Births  (per  1,000 
Civilian  Population) 

0.52 

0.52 

0.73 

Live  &  Still  Births  (per 
1,000  estimated  population) 

18.2 

21.6 

19.0 

i  /.♦>. 
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DEATH  RATES  (per  1,000  estimated  population). 


19^8 

1947 

All  Causes  (Crude) 

9.8 

11.8 

Zymotic  Diseases 

0.21 

0.21 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

0.26 

0,16 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0.00 

0.11 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.) 

0.99 

1.90 

Cancer 

1.57 

1.95 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

3.24 

2.63 

^  Puerperal  Causes  (per  1,000  live  Sc  still  births) 

•  mm 

• 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0,00 

0,00 

Other  puerperal  causes 

2.87 

0.00 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

32 

55,00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births. 

32 

56.00 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births. 

0.00 

0.00 

Death  rate  of  infants  from  diarrhoea  under  tuo 
years  of  age  per  1,000  live  births. 

11,80 

10.00 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were:- 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Legit-*  mate. 

5 

6 

11 

Illegitimate. 

- 

«• 

- 

5 


6 


11 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2991260x 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  1946. 


Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  resident  population). 
Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  resident  population) 
Infant  Mortality  Rate, 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate*- 

(1)  Puerperal  Sepsis 

(2)  Other  maternal  causes 

Total  (1  and  2) 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  civilian  population: - 
All  causes 
VJhooping  Gough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 


17.7 

0.52* 

32 

0,00 

2.87 


2.87 

9.8 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 


England 
&  Wales. 

17.9 

0.42 

34 

0.24 

0.78 

1.02 


10,8 

0.02 

0,00 

0.03 


Male 

102 


DEATHS 

Female 

85 


Total 

187 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Deaths  taken  from  the  Registrar  General* s  tables) 

%  m* 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers*. .  - 

Cer ebro-spinal  fever . . . 

Scarlet  Fever . .  - 

Whooping  Cough . . . .  -  - 

Diphtheria, . . . . . 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system.,,  41  5 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. . .  - 

Syphilitic  diseases . . .  1  1 

Influenza.  ••••••• . ••.••••••••••• 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


1 

2 

1 


3 

2 

1 

1 


Measles 


.  ■  .  . 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (contd.) 


Male 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  &  Polio¬ 
encephalitis  . , , , , , 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis., . 

Cancer . 19 

Diabetes . 1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions .  11 

Heart  Disease . 28 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 

system .  2 

Bronchitis. . 4 

Pneumonia . . .  4 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum.,..,,.,  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) .  2 

Appendicitis. . 

Other  digestive  diseases . 

Nephritis,,,,.,. . 1 


^  Puerperal  and  post-abortional  sepsis. 

Other  maternal  causes . 

Premature  Birth . 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 


injury,  etc.  2 

Suicide . . . . . 

Road  traffic  accidents,..,,,., . .  2 

Other  violent  causes., . .  2 

All  other  causes . . 14 

Totals.  102 


1948 

Female 

.  Total. 

Male. 

1242 

Female 

.  Total 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

1 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

11 

30 

20 

17 

37 

2 

3 

- 

1 

1 

6 

17 

8 

16 

24 

30 

58 

26 

19 

45 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

5 

9 

8 

8 

16 

2 

6 

13 

3 

16 

mm 

4 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

mm 

- 

1 

- 

1 

z 

2 

«W 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

M 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

5 

2 

8 

10 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

7 

2 

9 

13 

27 

16 

16 

32 

85 

187 

118 

107 

225 

♦  * 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 . 

Based  on  Registrar  Generali  Figures , 


Normanton 

Urban 

District, 

Aggregate 

West 

Hiding 

Urban 

District, 

West 

Riding 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County, 

j  England 

and 

Wales, 

BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated  population) 

17.7 

18.3 

18.5 

17.9 

DEATH  RATES 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  population) 
All  causes. 

9.8 

11,8 

11.3 

10.8 

Zymotic  Diseases  (Seven  principal)  * 

0.21 

0.12 

0.12 

15 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System, 

0.26 

0.37 

0.37 

0,44 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 

- 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

Respiratory  Diseases  # 

(excluding  tuberculosis  of 
respiratory  system). 

0.99 

1.34 

1.29 

X 

Cancer, 

1.57 

1.83 

1.74 

1.86 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  0 

3.24 

3.98 

3.73 

X 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

(deaths  under  one  year 

per  1,000  live  births). 

32 

38 

39 

34 

DIARRHOEA 

(deaths  in  infants  under  2  years 
^  per  1,000  live  births). 

11.80 

4.17 

4.38 

3.3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

(deaths  of  Mothers  in  childbirth 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

• 

0.09 

1 

0.10 

... 

0,24 

Other  Causes 

2.87 

_ 

1.02 

1.05 

.....  . 

0.78 

Total  |  2.37 

1.11 

i 

■ 

1.15 

1.02 

*  Combined  death  rate  from  Smallpox  (if  any),  scarlet  fever,  enteric  fever, 

diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough,  also  diarrhoea  in  infants  under 
two  years  of  age, 

#  Combined  death  rate  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  end  other  respiratory 

diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system. 

Combined  death  rate  from  Heart  Diseases  and  other  Diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System, 

X  Figures  not  available. 
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COMPARISON  .0FJTH5  ;.;V8  DEATH  .RATSS.  WITH  THE  RATES  FOR  1947 


(ror  1,000 


CTivilirya.lLot)uI.^.t;lonl , 


IMP, 

13/a 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  normanton. 

rue 

9,8 

Death  Rate  for  England  Sc  Wales, 

12*0 

10  a8 

DEATH  PATES  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  EEAR . 

All  Infants  per  1JX0_I ive  Dtrths » 

Normanton*  55,00  32,0 

England  &  Wales,  /:lo00  3Ao0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  birth s , 
Normanton,  56.00  32.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illeritima be  live  blrt hs , 
Normanton.  0-00  0,00 


DEATH  PATES  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  TWO  YEARS  FROM  DIARRHOEA, 


(per  1.000  Liv3  Births) , 


Normanton,. 
England  fz  Wales, 


10,00  11 , 80 

5,8  3,3 


The  number  of  deaths  notified  in  1943  has  fallen  by  33  compared  with 
those  of  the  previous  year  and  this  fall  has  been  reflected  in  the  individual 
disease  death  ranee,  though  significantly  enough  Heart  Disease  has  claimed 
a  higher  toll  than  last  year,  but  is  still  below  tie  aggregate  for  the  West 
Riding  Urban  Districts.  Our  birth  rate  is  almost  in  lino  with  that  for 
the  rest  of  the  country  and  our  infant  mortality  rate  for  children  under  one 
year  of  age  is  below  this  average,  though  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea  under 
two  years  of  age  has  shown  a  slight  increase  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  and  is  well  above  the  average  for  the  rent  of  the  country. 


•91 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

In  order  to  moke  fully  known  to  the  people  of  Nornanton,  the  facilities 
available  to  their  children  under  this  service,  a  Diphtheria  Imnunisation 
campaign  was  organised  during  the  year,  lasting  for  a  period  of  6  weeks, 
when  information  was  broadcast  by  means  of  posters,  of  cinema  announcements 
and  films,  announcements  in  the  press,  etc.  The  results  of  the  work  done 
during  1948  were  good,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  appended  below,  but 
so  long  as  immunisation  can  only  be  had  at  clinics  and  Doctors1  surgeries, 
the  scheme  will  not  be  wholly  successful,  I  feel  that  Immunisation  should 
be  taken  to  the  very  doors  of  the  children,  so  that  those  parents  who  for 
one  reason  or  another  cannot  attend  the  Immunisation  Clinics,  can  still 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  Immunisation  for  their  family,  With  this  object  in 
mind,  I  am  making  tentative  enquiries  regarding  the  use  of  a  mobile  unit 
with  a  Doctor  and  Nurse  in  attendance,  who  will  be  able  to  tour  the  district 
and,  I  hope,  to  be  able  to  comment  further  on  this  matter  in  my  next  report. 


No,  of  children  immunised. 

Q-r-5 

Primary.  Booster.  Primary.  Booster. 

1948,  347  10  376  828 


SCABIES. 


The  undermentioned  cases  of  scabies  were  treated  during  the  year  at  the 
Public  Baths,  Nornanton, 

Males.  Females.  Children.  Total. 

6  4  7  17 

Total  No.  of  cases  Treated. 

1947  27 

1948  17 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Treatment  for  this  condition  can  be  obtained  at  Clayton  Hospital, 
Wakefield,  the  Leeds  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  and  at  other  clinics  in 
adjacent  towns. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  in  the 
various  age  groups ,  the  number  of  such  cases  removed  to  hospital  for 
treatment,  and  the  number  of  deaths. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE » 


The  National  Health  Service  Act  became  operative  on  f>th  Inly,  but  as 
the  County  Council  wore  already  the  responsible  authority,  no  question  of 
transfer  of  autonomous  rights  arose.  This  Act  increases  the  scope  and 
has  fundamentally  altered  the  nature  of  the  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor, 
Prior  to  the  5th  July  she  was  responsible  for  the  younger  members  cf  the 
community,  doing  a  vital  job  in  disseminating  knowledge  on  how  to  reduce 
the  high  infantile  mortality  rate  which  existed  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  movement,  but  now  that  the  back  of  this 
problem  has  been  broken,  it  is  felt  that  she  can  now  extend  her  sphere 
of  influence  to  that  of  the  adult.  Medico-sociological  problems  will 
also  occupy  her  attentions  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  hitherto. 

The  Divisionalisation  of  all  the  nursing  services  under  one  Medical 
Officer  has  resulted  in  a  greater  measure  of  co-operation  and  flexiblity 
of  the  service  hitherto  undreamed  of.  The  allocation  of  maternity  bods 
also  a  matter  which  has  given  rise  to  concern  during  the  year.  Shortage 
of  Maternity  Home  accommodation  and  worse  still  the  grave  shortage  of’ 
trained  nurses,  necessitating  in  some  cases  closure  of  existing  wards, 
are  only  two  of  the  legacies  bequeathed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
which  are  stifling  the  efforts  of  that  body,  but  it  is  gratifying  to 
learn  that  every  effort  is  being  made  to  alleviate  this  unhappy  position. 
The  problem  cf  the  shortage  of  nurses  may  well  bo  solved,  if  the  report 
of  the  working  party  on  the  recruitment  and  training  of  nurses  can  be 
implemented.  Amongst  other  things  it  would  result  in  the  nurse 
confining  her  activities  solely  to  nursing,  and  would  bring  her  hours 
of  duty  more  in  line  with  those  of  other  sections  of  the  community. 

The  Normanton  area  with  a  population  of  just  under  20,000  is 
subdivided  into  five  districts  for  Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Medical  purposes  and  there  are  two  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  one  of  which 
is  situated  at  Park  Pavilion,  Normanton,  and  the  other  at  the  Red 
Triangle  La.ds*  Club  ,  Alt  oft  s.  Neither  of  these  buildings  is  suitable 

for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  now  being  used,  being  at  best,  an 
improvisation,  and  if  dignity  is  to  be  added  to  the  movement  and  Health 
Visitors  are  to  be  attracted  to  the  service,  then  all  the  clinics  in 
the  Normanton  Area  will  have  to  be  replaced  by  modern  structures  more 
in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  times.  Furthermore  I  feel  that  an 
additional  clinic  would  prove  a  great  advantage  to  the  pothers  living 
around  St,  John*s  area.  It  is  realised  however,  that  until  building 
regulations  are  less  stringent  and  co-ordinated  policy  has  been 
formulated  as  regards  the  types  of  buildings  to  be  erected,  little 
or  nothing  can  be  done  to  improve  the  present  position. 

The  following  tables  give  statistical  data  regarding  the  aorkiry* 
of  this  service  during  the  year  now  under  review. 
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NOHMAUTON  CHILD  YELFIaRE  CENTRES  -  1948. 
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Details  are  given  below  of  the  proprietory  brands  of  foods  etc.  which 
were  available  at  cost  price  to  all  women  attending  the  Clinics t- 


Cow  &  Gate  (full  and  half  cream). 

Virol. 

Ostermilk  (Nos.  1  and  2), 

Farex, 

Trufood. 

Colact, 

Ovaltine* 

Glucose. 

Lactagol. 

Horlicks, 

Maltoline, 

Robeleine 

The  scheme  for  the  free  provision  of  Cod  Liver  Oil*  Orange  Juice 
and  other  vitamin  concentrates  is  not  so  widely  made  use  of  as  it  might 
be,  in  spite  of  all  propaganda  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  popularise 

it* 


PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

Fifteen  premature  births  were  notified  during  the  year  and  of  these 
one  died.  Considering  the  low  birth  weight  of  this  child  and  under  present 
day  conditions ^ the  fact  that  it  could  not  maintain  a  separate  existence  was 
not  surprising  and  much  praise  is  due  to  the  Domiciliary  Midwives  in 
maintaining  such  a  high  record  of  premature  children  who  have  survived 
their  first  year. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

The  Normanton  area  is  served  by  four  Domiciliary  Midwives  and  one 
relief  midwife  and  each  domiciliary  midwife  has  her  own  district.  The 
%  present  allocation  of  districts  in  practice  works  very  well  indeed,  but 
it  may  well  be  if  new  houses  continue  to  be  erected  on  any  large  scale, 
these  districts  will  require  re-organising  by  reason  of  the  drift  of  the 
population  to  the  new  housing  estates.  All  our  midwives  have  been 
trained  in  the  administration  of  Gas  and  Air  analgesia  and  an  allocation 
has  been  made  of  the  necessary  equipment  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  this 
work,  "Whenever  possible  the  midwives  attend  the  Ante-natal  clinic  which 
is  centred  at  the  Park  Pavilion,  and  co-operate  as  fully  as  possible  with 
the  Doctor  in  charge  of  the  Clinic. 

Included  below  is  an  account  of  the  work  done  by  the  Midwives 

Total  no.  of  deliveries  -  as  midwife,  23# 

Total  no.  of  deliveries  -  as  Maternity  Nurse.  5 

Total  no.  of  patients  ante-natally  examined,  282 

34  women  in  labour  were  delivered  under  Gas  and  Air  analgesia. 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

There  are  two  full-time  and  two  part-time  Home  Nurses  in  the 
Normanton  District,  and  whilst  it  is  realised  that  this  service  is  at 
present  understaffed,  it  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  appoint  an 
additional  Nurse,  The  use  of  this  service  has  been  greatly  extended 
since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  became  operative. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE, 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  during  the  year,  proved  to  be  a  very 
popular  one  in  Normanton  and  is  at  the  service  of  the  sick  as  well  as  cases 
of  confinement. 

During  1948  a  total  of  12  women  were  available  for  whole-time  duty 
and  their  services  were  made  use  of  for  53  confinements  and  4  non- confinement 
cases. 


*  PAEDIATRIC  CLINIC. 

A  Paediatric  Clinic  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  it  is  held  at  the 

Divisional  Office  every  second  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p,m. 

This  clinic  was  originally  planned  to  operate  every  two  weeks,  but  at 
the  end  of  three  fortnightly  sessions,  it  was  decided  to  hold  it  only  once 

per  month.  Dr,  T,  E,  D,  Beavan  acted  as  the  Paediatric  Consultant  for 

about  a  month,  i.e,  from  7th  May  to  4th  June,  and  after  a  lapse  of  a  month, 
his  place  was  taken  by  Dr,  W.  Henderson, 

It  is  competent  for  any  practitioner  in  this  Division  to  refer  babies 
or  school  children  to  this  clinic  for  a  consultant  opinion  and  the  number 
of  such  cases  seen  in  1948  by  the  Paediatric  Consultant  was  11, 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  all  children  in  this  area  was  held  on  the 
first  Monday  of  each  month  at  the  Child  Yvelfare  Centre,  Normanton,  the 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  being  Mr,  D,H.  Russell,  The  number  of  children  who 
were  treated  for  orthopaedic  and  postural  defects  was  30. 

Thirteen  individual  children  (out-patients  of  Mr.  Clark*s  who  had 
originally  been  admitted  to  his  clinic  at  Leeds  General  Infirmary) ,  attended 
the  Pontefract  Clinic  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

One  child  who  had  been  discharged  from  an  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and 
was  still  in  need  of  some  supervision,  attended  Mr.  Crockatt*s  Clinic  at 
the  County  General  Hospital.,  Staincliffe,  which  Ttfas  usually  held  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Children  suffering  from  Tuberculous  Orthopaedic  defects  attended  the 
monthly  Normanton  Clinic,  arrangements  being  made  by  the  area  Consultant 
Tuberculosis  Officer  as  to  when  the  patients  attended  and  this  office 
was  informed  accordingly. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  tables  give  particulars  regarding  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1948, 


Pulmonary. 

Non -Pulmonary. 

Totals 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

Number  of  cases  on  the  register 
1st  January,  1948* 

42 

37 

11 

13 

103 

Number  of  cases  notified  for 

1st  time  during  1948, 

10 

9 

1 

3 

23 

52 

46 

12 

16 

126 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 
register  during  1948, 

22 

12 

3 

7 

44 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on' 
register  31st  December,  1948, 

30 

34 

9 

9 

82 

Notifications, 

New 

Cases, 

Death 

s. 

Pulmonary, 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary, 

N  on«*Pulmonar  y  , 

M. 

F, 

M, 

F. 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

At  all  ages. 

10 

9 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

mm 

Under  1  year. 

mt 

mm 

m 

- 

mm 

m 

- 

mm 

1  -  5 

M 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

5-10 

- 

*• 

1 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

•• 

10  -  15 

1 

m 

mm 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

15  -  20 

- 

1 

mm 

m 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mm 

20  -  25 

mm 

2 

mm 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  35 

2 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

35  -  45 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

1 

m 

45  -  55 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

55  -  65 

1 

m 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

«• 

Over  65 

1 

3 

- - - - 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

*• 

mm 

» 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


School  Medical  Inspections. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  owing  to  war  tirao  conditions,  shortage  of 
staff  etc.,  this  service  was  well  in  arrears  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
and  as  a^result  a  far  greater  number  of  children  than  would  normally  be  the 
case  vfejfc  awaiting  inspection.  An  oarly  start  was  made  on  a  programme  of 
medical  examinations  and  during  the  year  tho  pupils  of  8  of  the  17  schools 
in  the  area  were  inspected. 

In  accordance  with  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Circular  AFT/EH/18 
dated  8th  June,  1948,  the  Scholars  Medical  Record  Cards  v;ere  collected  from 
the  various  schools  in  the  area  and  assembled  at  this  office  and  it  was 
found  that  only  in  very  few  cases  did  the  cards  collected  correspond  with 
the  register  of  the  school  concerned.  This  resulted  in  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  being  spent  in  the  checking  and  redistribution  of  the  cards 
by  the  office  staff.  Additional  confusion  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  in 
the  past  the  record  cards  of  pupils  transferred  to  new  schools  had  not 
always  been  transferred  with  the  pupils  concerned,  as  a  result  of  which, 

^  many  duplicate  cards  had  been  made  out  and  unnecessary  examinations  performed. 

The  centralisation  of  the  Medical  Record  Cards  will,  it  is  hoped, 
eliminate  this  duplication  of  cards  and  inspections. 

Number  of  Schools  in  the  Area .  Number  of  Schools  Inspected , 

17  8 

Average  No.  of  Pupils  attending' 

schools  in  the  area  during  1948.  Number  .of  Children  Inspected. 

3592  705 

Of  the  total  number  of  pupils  examined  during  the  year,  53,39%  were  of 
good  physique,  41.45$  were  of  fair  physique,  and  5.16$  were  of  poor  physique. 


Minor  Ailments  Clinics , 

Minor  ailments  clinics  are  held  at  the  Park  Pavilion,  Normanton,  each 
Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  morning,  and  the  Consultant  Clinic 
is  held  each  Tuesday  morning.  During  the  year  a  total  of  1,942  attendances 

were  recorded  and  289  defects  were  treated. 


OPHTHALMIC  CLINICS . 


The  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  Dr.  L.  Wittels,  visited  the  Normanton  Eye  Clinic 
which  was  held  at  the  Secondary  Modern  School,  Normanton,  on  15  occasions  in 
1948,  and  194  children  were  examined,  of  whom  93  were  prescribed  spectacles. 
Eye  Clinic  sessions  wore  not  held  at  any  regular  intervals  but  arranged 
through  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Department  according  to  tho  number  of 
children  who  were  on  the  waiting  list. 


EAR.  NO? E  AND  THROAT  CLINIC , 

The  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  was  held  at  the  Castleford,  Normanton 
and  District  Hospital,  Hightown,  where  Mr.  N.S,  Daw,  the  E.N.T.  Surgeon, 
saw  children  from  this  area  at  tho  Out-Patients  Department  on  every  alternate 
Wednesday  morning,  and  whore  necessary  carried  out  operative  treatment  on 
32  children,  in  addition  3  other  forms  of  treatment  wore  also  done. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH. 


The  Mental  Health  Service  is  administered  by  a  sub-committee  of  the 
County  Council  and  work  done  in  connection  with  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  1890  to  1930  is  carried  out  by  a  Duly  Authorised  Officer 
centred  at  Pontefract.  A  Mental  Health  Social  Welfare  Worker  undertakes 
work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and  on  her  devolves  duties  pertaining 
to  guardianship,  supervision,  and  training  of  Mental  Defectives.  The  main 
requisites  for  anyone  undertaking  this  typo  of  work  are  tact,  an  abundance 
of  understanding,  and  a  well  balanced  personality. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  administration  of  the  Normanton  Ambulance  Service  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Council  and  up  to  the  13th  August,  was  operated  on  an  agency 
basis  by  the  Local  District  Authority  but  after  this  date,  the  service  was 
taken  over  fully  by  the  County  Council,  Since  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  has  become  operative  and  on  account  of  the  greatly  increased  number  of 
calls  which  have  accrued,  this  service  has  had  to  withstand  a  particularly 
heavy  strain,  and  until  such  times  as 'it  can  be  augmented  by  more  vehicles, 

^  just  so  long  will  the  strain  continue, 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Supply. 

Water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  Wakefield  County  Borough,  A  maximum 
of  505,000  gallons  per  day  being  available.  This  water  is  soft  in  character 
having  an  average  hardness  of  5,6  degrees  Clark. 

Purification. 

Apart  from  the  purification  undertaken  at  the  waterworks,  no  further 
action  is  taken  locally. 

Consumption. 

In  1948  the  average  daily  consumption  for  Normanton  Urban  District  was 
498,500  gallons,  of  which  430,500  gallons  were  used  for  Domestic  purposes 
and  68,000  gallons  industrially. 

All  houses  with  the  exception  of  one  farm  house  and  farm  cottage, 
receive  water  from  the  towns  mains,  and  three  houses  are  supplied  from 
standpipes. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  work  carried  on  in  this  department  during  the  year  has  been  exacting, 
and  those  functions  for  which  we  are  already  responsible  were  consolidated 
whilst  new  ones  were  re-organised  to  fall  into  their  niches  in  a  divisional 
basis.  The  staff,  both  professional  and  clerical,  have  at  all  times 
pulled  their  weight,  and  my  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
who  have  at  all  times  been  most  helpful,  ^ho  co-operation  of  the  Surveyor 
in  supplying  figures  for  this  report  are  gratofully  acknowledged. 


lours  faithfully, 
J.  M.  PATERSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  dormant on  Urban 

District  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1948,  summarising  the  work  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Department. 


The  total  Sanitary  Provisions  for  the  District. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  -  5439. 

This  shows  an  increase  of  160  Council  Houses  and  4 
privately  built  houses  over  the  number  for  the  previous  year. 

A  deduction  of  21  houses  has  been  made  due  to  families  having 
to  bo  evacuated  from  premises  damaged  by  subsidence  or  from 
property  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  under  the  Housing  Act. 


ITumbcr  of  Water  Closets. 

Waste  rrater  Closets. 

Water  Closets  flushed  by  Automatic 
Pail  Closets. 

Chemical  Closets. 


Privies. 

Cesspools. 

Septic  Tanks. 

Total  number  of  houses  not 
connected  to  sewers. 


5718. 

27. 

Tanks .  10. 


9.  (These  have  been 
provided  during 
the  year  in  lieu 
of  ordinary  pail 
closets  or 
privies ) . 

14. 

10.  (One  has  been 
converted  to  a 
septic  tank 
during  the  year). 

2. 


40.  ( Includes  7 

houses  connected 
to  Filtration 
Plants ) • 


There  were  no  middens  reconstructed  as  W.C.'s  as  all  capable 
of  connection  to  the  sower  have  been  dealt  with.  9  Pail 
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Closets  were  converted  to  properly  constructed  chemical  closets. 

In  all,  there  was  an  increase  of  192  now  water  closets 
provided  in  the  district  due  to  the  erection  of  now  houses,  new 
work  premises,  and  to  provision  of  indoor  W.C.'s  in  existing 
houses.  The  automatically  flushed  W.C.'s  at  Whitwood  R.C . 
School  were  converted  to  separately  flushed  W.C.'s.  This  was 
the  last  school  to  be  converted.  All  schools  now  have  modern 
W.C.'s. 


Water  Supply. 


The  water  supply  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  Wakefield 
Corporation.  The  consumption  was:- 

Altofts.  38.195  thousand  gallons. 

TTormanton.  131.857  thousand  gallons. 


Total.  170. 052  thousand  gallons. 

The  cost  was  Is  3d  per  1000  gallons. 

The  consumption  per  head  of  the  population  was  24.04 
gallons  per  head  per  dap-.  Comparative  figures  for  adjoining 

districts  were:- 

feathers tone.  18.00  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Stanley.  35.04  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Wakefield  R.D.C.  14.00  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

10  Bacteriological  samples  awrc  taken  throughout  tho  year  - 
all  these  were  satisfactory.  2  Chemical  samples  wore  taken 
and  proved  satisfactory.  Those  show  an  excellent  water  both 
from  a  chemical  and  bacteriological  standpoint.  11  samples 
wore  taken  from  the  wells  of  the  two  houses  not  on  piped  supply 
-  6  of  these  were  unsatisfactory,  2  doubtful,  and  3  satisfactory. 
The  tenants  were  warned  to  boil  the  water  before  use.  The 
own or s  wore  approached  to  put  in  a  piped  supply  but  as  the 
cost  is  in  the  region  of  £660  it  is  not  practical  at  present. 
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6  Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  of  the  Swimming  Bath 
water  -  all  proved  satisfactory# 


House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection  and  Bi s pc sal. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  refuse 
receptacles  in  us^  at  the  end  of  the  ye ar :  - 
Wet  Ashpits  in  connocticn  with  privies.  11. 

Dry  Ashpits. 


10.  ( This  shows  a 
reduction  of  5" 
ashpits.  Bins 
were  provided  in 
lieu  of  sane). 


5932. 
3202-4 . 

8000  Tons. 
16s  5d. 


Total  Ho.  of  Dustbins. 

Ho.  of  lorry  loads  collected. 

Estimated  weight  of  refuse  handled. 

Approximate  cost  per  ton. 

Total  cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal.  £6426. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  by  controlled  tipping.  from 
the  Hornanton  and  Woodhouso  Wards  at  the  Boundary  Tip, 

Walter i eld  Road,  and  St.  John’s  football  field,  from  Hornanton 
Common  Ward  at  Whcatshcaf  Tip  and  from  A1 tofts  Ward  at 
Foxholes  Tip.  The  tips  arc  reasonably  well  conducted  without 
nuisance,  although  to  thoroughly  carry  out  all  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Recommendations  for  Controlled  Tipping  would  increase 
the  disposal  costs.  The  tips  are  treated  regularly  for 
cockroaches  and  rats  and  very  little  complaint  has  been  found. 
Tipping  space  is  rapidly  filling  and  a  new  site  will  have  to 
be  found  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  Collection  and  Disposal  staff  comprise  3  Drivers,  12 
Dustmen,  1  Tipnan,  1  Salvage  Han  and  1  spare  labourer. 

Sickness  has  been  fairly  prevalent  amongst  the  staff  and  it 
is  difficult  to  keep  a  full  team.  Protective  clothing 
comprising  two  sots  of  boiler  suits,  one  pair  of  armoured 
gloves,  and  one  pair  of  goggles  has  been  issued  to  the 
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Dustmen  and  Salvage  Han  annually*  The  second  new  Karri er 
arrived  during  the  year  and  the  lorry  position  at  present  is 
satisfactory.  Three  wagons  are  used  continuously  and  one  is 


re  to.  in  od  as  a  spare  wagon. 

Team 

hire 

has 

been  entirely 

eliminated. 

Amount  of  Salvage  collected 

during 

the 

ye  ar 

• 

Tons . 

Cwts . 

cirs . 

Lbs . 

Ya 

lue . 

Paper.  86  - 

16  - 

0  - 

0 

£548 

CO 

1 

Textiles.  1  - 

4  - 

1  - 

0 

10 

-7-4 

Bones . 

13  - 

2  - 

0 

3 

H 

1 

CO 

I 

Non-ferrous  metals. 

14 

3-9 

To  tal .  8  8 

13 

3 

14 

£562 

i — 1 
i — 1 

d — 

x ; 

This  shows  an  increase 

of  £69 

-  2 

-  10 

over  the 

previous 

year.  The  Ministry  bonus  of  £1  per  ton  for  every  ton  increase 

over  80  per  cent  of  tho  previous  six  months'  weight  maiding  a 
total  of  £26  -  1  -  6  was  shared  as  a  bonus  amongst  20  men. 

The  Council  added  the  sum  of  £2  -  8  -  6  to  make  a  payment  of 
30s.  per  man  to  18  men  and  15s.  to  two  men  who  were  not 
employed  tho  whole  of  tho  time.  During  the  'second  six  months 
thC3T  did  not  qualify  for  bonus.  The  bonus  is  a  good 
incentive  to  the  men  although  a  larger  bonus  would  c-nsuro  more 
paper.  Hoot  of  the  staff  arc  keen  to  raise  tho  salvage  but 
one  or  two  regular  grumblers  upset  the  teams  from  time  to 
time.  It  has  boon  attempted  to  impress  the  men  that  if  they 
make  a  willing  effort  the  Council  I  am  sure  would  show  their 
appreciation  rather  than  have  some  pre-arranged  bonus  working 
on  the  basis  "If  we  don't  get  the  bonus  -  no  paper".  This 
type  of  arrangement  always  seems  to  portray  poor  team  spirit. 

Public  Health  Administration. 

Host  of  .the  complaints  received  during  the  year  were 
dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  To  carry  out  this 
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work  2927  visits  were  made  under  the  Act.  The  total  number 
of  complaints  received  were  800.  793  Inspections  wore  made 

in  connection  with  nuisances.  The  number  of  nuisances 
found  were  517,  with  22  in  hand  from  the  previous  year  making 
a  total  of  539  requiring  abatement.  452  of  these  wore 
abated  during  the  year  leaving  87  outstanding.  300  Informal 
Notices  were  served  and  239  of  these  were  complied  with. 

120  eases  of  non-compliance  with  Informed.  Notices  were 
reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  Statutory  Notices 
served  as  a  result  of  those  reports.  116  of  these  were 
complied  with.  ThcTc  w ere  no  legal  proceedings  within  the 
year.  The  summary  of  complaints  dealt  with  was  as  follows :- 


Roofs  repaired.  152 
Eaves  spouts  cleansed,  repaired,  or  renewed.  106 
Rain-water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed.  41 
Chimney  pots  renewed.  33 
Chimney  pots  re -fixed.  2 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  pointed.  15 
Chimney  stacks  rebuilt.  6 
Chimney  flues  repaired.  2 
Cable  ends  pointed.  8 
External  walls  pointed.  19 
Verges  pointed.  4 
Brickwork  repaired.  13 
Bulging  and  dangerous  walls  rebuilt.  3 
Sinks  renewed.  8 
Sinks  raised  .  1 
Sinks  pointed.  5 
Sink-waste  pipes  renewed.  26 
Sink-waste  pipes  cleansed.  5 
Bath-waste  pipes  repaired.  1 
Bath-waste  pipes  cleansed.  1 
Brains  repaired.  5 
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Manhole  covers  repaired  or  renewed 
Drains  cleansed. 

Soil  pipes  repaired. 

Pavement  channels  cleansed. 

Set-pots  renewed. 

Set-pots  re-set. 

Set-pot  grates  renewed. 

Set-pot  brickwork  repaired. 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed. 
Fireplaces  re-sot. 

Slate  covers  renewed. 

Fircback  brickwork  rebuilt. 
Fire-bars  renewed. 

Bottom  grates  renewed. 

Drop  bars  renewed. 

Ribs  renewed. 

Jambs  ro- fixed. 

Mantle-pieces  re- fixed. 

17 i  nd  ow  cords  r  cue  wo  d . 

Parting  beaus  re-fixed  and  renewed . 
W i nd  ow  frames  point  o  d • 

Sashes  repaired  or  renewed. 

Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed. 
Window  s  as hos  c as  o  d . 

W  i  nd  O' w  panes  renewed. 

Window  latches  renewed. 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed. 

Door  frames  repaired. 

Door  locks  repaired. 

Door  latches  repaired. 

Doors  re-hung. 

Thresholds  renewed  or  repaired. 
Weather  boards  renewed  or  repaired. 


21 

1 

3 

18 

6 

2 

5 

35 

2 

4 
15 
15 

9 

7 

8 

10 

4 

82 

2 

9 

13 

15 

7 

17 

1 

7 

7 

3 

2 

7 

2 

2 


6 


_ 

.  '  ■ 

;;«•$  >Srl 

•  • 

. 

. 


: 


■ 

' 

7  r  f  C! 

■ 


Coal- place  doors  repaired  or  renewed.  1 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed.  18 
Skirting  boards  re-fixed*  3 
Wall  plaster  repaired.  89 
Ceiling  plaster  repaired.  66 
Burst  water  pipes  in  W.C.Ts  repaired.  217 
7/.C .  flush  pipes  repaired.  2 
W.C.  cone  joints  renewed.  6 
T7 . C .  pedestals  renewed.  10 
T7.C.  pedestals  repaired.  2 
17.  C.  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired.  22 
7.C.  doors  rc-hung.  2 
17. C.  brickwork  repaired.  2 
17. C.  steps  raised.  1 
17. C.  floors  repaired.  2 
17. C.  doors  repaired.  1 
17. C.  flag  covers  rebodded.  1 
77. C.  roofs  repaired.  6 
Choked  ’.C.'s  cleansed.  5 
Taps  renewed.  3 
Burst  water  service  pipes  repaired.  9 
’7a ter  services  renewed.  6 
Bav  window  roofs  repaired.  1 
Damp-proof  courses  fixed.  1 
Coal  chute  doors  and  francs  renewed .  2 
Dustbins  r one wo d .  149 
Rubbish  accumulation  removed.  1 
Chemical  closets  provided.  9 
Ashpits  converted  to  bin  shelters.  4 
Ashpits  demolished.  1 
Door  stops  repaired.  1 

As  in  the  previous  year  the  major  number  of  nuisances 
reported  wore  in  connection  with  house  repairs.  The  s amo 
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difficulties  were  not  with,  many  letters,  telephone  culls, 


and  personal  visits  having  to  bo  made  to  owners  and  builders 
in  order  to  abate  the  nuisances.  Most  materials  wore 
somewhat  easier  to  obtain  although  cast-iron  goods, 
particularly  ovens,  set-pots  and  pans  wore  still  in  short 
supply.  Many  properties  are  deteriorating  quickly  and  arc 
fast  reaching  the  stage  where  the  cost  required  to  make  then 
sound  is  prohibitive  considering  the  low  rentals.  To  most 
landlords  this  type  of  property  is  a  liability.  The  tine  is 
looked  forward  to  when  a  subsidy  will  be  paid  to  bring 


existing  houses  up  to  date  and  then  a  comprehensive  scheme 
of  repairs  would  bo  carried  out  instead  of  the  present 


"make- do "  policy.  During  the  year  the  TT.G.B.  made  a  good 

start  repairing  some  of  the  previously  damaged  properties 
which  had  been  vacated. 


Disinfestation. 


14  premises  were  disinfested  for  bugs,  5  for 
Cockroaches,  and  1  for  “lies.  Gamnexane  Smoke  Grenades  and 
5f  D.Dofo  Spray  wore  used.  Dree  issues  of  D.D.T.  powder 
have  boon  made  and  success  has  been  achieved  particularly  for 
cockroaches  where  the  powder  has  been  applied  regularly  and 
systematically.  Many  people  unfortunately  do  not  persist 
in  the  use  of  the  powder  and  expect  one  application  to  cure 
bad  infestations.  The  powder  only  affects  the  adult  insects 
and  not  the  larvae  and.  pupae.  The  latter  are  not  affected 
until  the  adult  insect  emerges  and  this  may  take  some  time, 
hence  the  powder  must  bo  used  regularly.  Cockroaches 
appear  to  be  more  prevalent  than  bugs. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

113  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  above. 
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The  premises  wore  visited  after  the  removal  of  patients 
removed  for  the  following  diseases: - 
Scarlet  fever.  81. 

Diphtheria.  9. 

Tuberculosis.  2. 

Dysentery.  3. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  1. 

85  Library  Boohs  were  disinfected  and  returned  to  the 
Public  Library  or  to  Private  Libraries  for  re-issue.  It 
was  found  that  the  previous  method  of  spraying  books  marked 
the  pages  so  a  now  metal  cabinet  was  made  locally  and  is  now 
used  with  formalin  as  the  disinfecting  agent. 

Three  promises  were  disinfected  after  deaths  and  one 
after  the  removal  of  an  infectious  tuberculous  patient. 

1 

Offensive  Trade  Promises. 

There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  premise  within  the 
District,  that  of  tripe  boiler  at  the  Slaughter-house.  The 
promise  is  not  in  all  respects  suitable  for  the  work  but  is 
reasonably  well  conducted  and  shows  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Other  Public  Health  Matters. 

Visits  wore  made  under  the  Public  Health  Act  to  schools, 
public  conveniences,  public  houses  etc.  The  drainage  for 
the  new  houses  was  supervised,  tested,  and  passed.  In  all 
114  lengths  of  new  drainage  were  tested  and  passed. 

Pood  C:  Drugs  Administration. 

109  visits  were  made  to  the  Slaughter-house  for  the 
purposes  of  Heat  Inspection.  As  near  as  possible  the  whole 
of  the  animals  killed  wore  inspected  before  distribution  to 
the  shops.  Centralisc-d  slaughtering  ensures  bettor 
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supervision  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  private 
slaughtering  is  never  again  permitted. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  Moat  Inspection. 


Humber  of  animals 

killed  and 

inspected . 

Bulls 

.  Bullocks. 

Heifers • 

Oows.  Calves, 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

4 

420 

159 

90  112 

2405 

46 

Bisea 

sod  organs  a 

nd  carcases 

condemned. 

Beef 

carcases  and 

all  organs. 

9 

Oalf 

carcases  and 

all  organs. 

1 

Pig  c 

areas os  and 

all  organs. 

2 

She  cp 

carcases  and  all  organs 

.  1 

Bovine  heads  and  tongues.  58 

Bovine  lungs.  117 

Bovino  hearts.  6 

Bovine  skirts.  1 

Bovine  livers.  165 

Part  Bovine  livers.  138 

Sets  of  internal  organs.  3 

Kidneys.  2 

Pelvic  organs.  9 

Frozen  beef.  125  lbs 

Pig  plucks.  1 

Pig  stomachs  and  organs.  2 

Pig  intestines.  4 

Sheep  plucks.  51 

Total  weight  of  beef  condemned. 

Total  weight  of  beef  offal  condemned. 

Total  weight  of  mutton  &  pork  condemned. 

Total  weight  of  mutton  £ b  pork  offal  condemned. 
Total  weight  of  moat  condemned. 

Total  weight  of  offal  condemned. 


6417 


342 


4719 


228 


6759 


4947 


Total  weight  of  corned  and  frozen  beef  condemned.  396 


Grand  Total. 


12.102  lbs, 
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Private  pigs  killed  in  Slaughter-house  and  inspected  24. 

The  amount  of  oc-at  condemned  for  [Tuberculosis. 

Meat  affected  with  tuberculosis.  6461 

Offal  affected  with  tuberculosis.  2125 

Total..  8.584  lbs. 

It  will  be  noted  the  large  amount  of  unsound  livers, 

350  livers  out  of  673  beast  livers,  over  50  per  cent  wore 
infected  with  liver  flukes.  These  originate  mainly  in 
cattle  of  Irish  origin  and  ccuse  groat  loss  to  the  Government 
throughout  the  year.  The  condition  is  known  to  butchers  as 
"ropey”  or  "pipoy"  livers.  Difficult  decisions  often  havo 
to  be  made  in  neat  inspection  not  always  to  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned.  Lb  Meat  Inspectors  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
arc  only  concerned  with  the  soundness  or  fitness  of  the  meat 
and  not  with  the  quality.  b'ith  some  of  the  imported 
boneless  beef  butchers  often  expect  Inspectors  to  condemn 
sane  because  it  has  not  a  good  saleable  value.  VJhilst  it  is 
agreed  the  meat  may  not  appear  to  be  of  the  best  quality  if 
it  is  sound  and  free  from  disease  it  must  be  passed.  Great 
care  has  been  taken  to  not  waste  any  sound  neat  by 


unn  o  c  c  s  s  ar  y  c  o  nd onn a  t i o  n . 

Other  foodstuffs  condemned  during  tho  year. 


Beacon. 
"Swccphat" . 
Bruit  Sauce. 
Mixed  Pickles. 
Mine one at. 
Pastry  Mix. 


1 %  lbs. 

5  lbs. 

25  bottles. 
7  jars. 

1  jar. 


Tinned  Carrots. 
Baby  Pood. 

Rod  Cabbage. 
Tomato  Juice. 


6  tins. 
1  tin. 
15  tins. 
10  tins. 
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Tomatoes. 

8 

tins . 

Pork  &  Veg. 

1 

tin. 

Grape  Juico. 

1 

tin. 

Moat  &  Ye g. 

2 

tins. 

Pears. 

4 

tins . 

Ops tors. 

1 

tin. 

Meat  Coroal. 

1 

tin. 

Voge table  Soup. 

6 

tins. 

Baby  Rusks. 

1 

carton. 

Mus  sols . 

r? 

o 

tins. 

Plums . 

1 

tin. 

Pudding  Mixture. 

5 

dozen  packets. 

Butter. 

12  i 

r  lhs. 

Cheese. 

4 

lbs. 

Popcorns. 

24 

packets. 

Poas. 

10 

tins. 

Tinned  Pudding. 

1 

tin. 

Tinned  Milk. 

23 

tins. 

Beef  Loaf. 

1 

tin. 

Beans. 

4 

tins. 

Marmalade. 

3 

tins. 

Fruitella  Dessert. 

54 

packets. 

Dessert  Mould. 

19 

packets. 

Sponge  Mixture. 

48 

packets . 

Poaches. 

1 

tin. 

Cornflakes. 

2 

packets. 

Plour . 

3 

t 

lbs. 

Sardines. 

1 

tin. 

Sausages • 

1 

tin. 

Pruit  Cocktail. 

1 

tin. 

Cottage  Pie. 

9 

trays. 

109  visits  were  made  to  food-prep 

aring 

pr omi ses,  namely 

food  shops,  sausage  factories,  ico-crc 

am  factories,  fish  and 
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chip  shops  etc.  Most  of  the  work  carried  out  was  done 
informally  by  verbal  notice. 

Milk  Supervision. 

There  are  25  milk  retailers  within  the  district,  tho 
milk  still  being  distributed  under  war-time  conditions,  the 
main  supply  depot  being  at  Roberto’s  Dairy,  Eastfic-ld  Grove. 
It  is  hoped  by  tho  next  annual  reports  that  the  two  new  dairy 
promises  already  commenced  will  be  completed  and  working. 

3  retailers  have  Dealers'  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised 
Milk  and  8  retailers  have  Dealers'  Licences  to  retail 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  In  most  cases  tho  milk  is  obtained 
bottled  from  either  Gastleford  C.77.S.  or  Express  Dairies 
(Northern)  Ltd. 

21  Bacteriological  samples  were  taken.  One  of  these 
taken  for  Tuberculosis  examination  proved  negative.  15 
were  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Tost,  7  were 
satisfactory  and  6  unsatisfactory,  and  of  2  for  the  Conform 
Tost  both  were  satisfactory.  The  two  latter  tests  indicate 
to  some  extent  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk.  It  is 
noticeable  that  in  5  samples  of  pasteurised  milks  only  one 
failed  to  pass  the  test,  whereas  in  ungraded  milks  5  out  of 
8  failed.  All  the  five  milks  submitted  for  the  Phosphatase 
Test,  a  test  to  indicate  whether  the  milk  contained  raw  milk 
or  was  insufficiently  pasteurised,  wore  satisfactory. 

31  Formal  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
qualitative  analysis.  All  were  proved  satisfactory. 

There  are  16  registered  cowkecpers  two  of  which  are 
’’Accredited"  producers.  Tho  average  number  of  cows  in 
milk  being  approximately  180. 

Ice-Cream  Supervision. 

There  aro  three  registered  premises  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream  within  the  district.  None  of  the  throe  comply 
fully  with  tho  "Heat  Treatment"  Regulations  but  apparatus 
is  on  order.  Some  improvement  has  been  made  however.  20 
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visits  were  made  to  premises  dealing  in  ice-cream#  2  Shops 
arc-  registered  for  tho  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream.  3 

samples  taken  wore  in  Grade  2  anc!  could  ho  improved.  It  is 

hoped  to  take  samples  more  regularly  during  the  ensuing  year. 
Other  Foods. 

A  formal  sample  of  a  material  sold  as  "Baking  Bat”  was 
obtained  and  submitted  for  analysis.  This  was  proved  to  ho¬ 
pe  tr  oleum  jelly.  It  has  been  sold  within  tho  district  on 
a  large  scale  as  a  substitute  for  fat.  It  is  a  hr,rnful 
material  if  used  indiscriminately,  and  the  Government  have 
since  issued  orders  prohibiting  tho  use  of  same  by  bakers, 
confectioners  etc.  It  is  still  available  to  the  general 
public  although  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  none  is  being 
used  for  home  baking.  The  adverse  effects  from  it  may  only 
manifest  themselves  after  continuous  use.  It  is  a  mineral 
oil  base  and  not  a  vegetable  oil,  and  as  such  is  not  easily 
digested  by  the  human  body. 

Rodent  Control. 

One  of  the  staff  is  trained  in  the  Ministry  Rodent 
Control  methods.  Ilaintai nance  treatment  of  tho  sewers  was 
again  carried  out  and  showed  very  few  takes.  The  amount 
of  rat  infestation  of  the  sewers  is  negligible.  The  main 
sources  of  infestation  are  small  pig  keepers,  hen  pens  etc. 
Some  of  these  arc  difficult  to  clear  as  many  of  the  tenants 
leave  swill  and  foodstuffs  around  and  thus  form  an 
attractive  bait  for  rats.  223  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  this  work.  23  premises  were  treated  for  rats  and 
three  for  mice.  190  rat  bodies  were  picked  up  and  5  mice 
as  a  result  of  treatment. 

Factories  p,nd  Workplaces. 

The  Factories  and  "'orkplaces  Register  records  74 
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premises  to  which  the  Act  applies*  2  are  Building  Sites 
and  27  arc-  Factories  without  power  where  the  Council  are 
responsible  for  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation,  lighting,  drainage  of  floors,  and  sanitary 
conveniences,  and  for  provision  of  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire.  45  are  Factories  with  power  administered  by  H.LI. 
Insp  cctors  with  the  Council  responsible  for  the  provision 
of  sanitary  accommodation  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire. 

62  Inspections  were  made  under  this  Act.  Defects 
wore  found  showing  in  one  ca.se  inadequate  ventilation,  one 
case  of  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences,  two  cases  of 
unsuitable  conveniences,  and  one  other  offence.  All  wore 
remedied  by  verbal  notice  and  interview  with  the  responsible 
person  without  recourse  to  more  drastic  action. 

Shops. 

Several  visits  were  made  under  the  Shops  Act  mainly  in 
connection  with  hours  of  closing.  The  Council  again 
brought  into  force  an  Order  made  under  the  Shops  (Hours  of 
Closing)  Act,  1928,  to  operate  between  November  7th. ,1948, 
and  March  5th. ,1949. 

Petroleum  ts. 

10  premises  are  licensed  to  store  petroleum, 
every  case  the  petroleum  is  stored  in  underground 
The  total  storage  capacity  of  the  tanks  is  11,300 
No  Notices  were  served  under  this  Act. 

Housing. 

160  new  houses  were  completed  and  handed  over  for 

letting. 


In 

tanks. 

gallons. 
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These  comprised: - 

24  Three  Bedroom  Houses.  Traditional  Types . 

16  Two  Bedroom  Houses.  Traditional  Types. 

100  Two  Bedroom  Houses.  Prefabricated  Types. 

20  Old  Persons1  Bungalows. 

In  addition  throe  old  houses  became  vacant  and  were  let 
to  applicants  on  the  list.  The  above  houses  were  lot  as 


follows: - 

16  Two  Bedroom  Traditional  Types  let  to 
Civilians.  12 

Servicemen.  4 

24  Three  Bedroom  Traditional  Types  let  to 
Civilians.  24 

Servicemen.  0 

100  Two  Bedroom  Prefabricated  Types  let  to 
Civilians.  44 

Servicemen.  _ 56_ 

80 

60 

Old  Persons’  Bungalows.  20 _ 


Grand  Total. 

Included  in  the  above  lettings  were: - 
Houses  let  to  the  W.R.C.C.  as  Nurses’  home 

-  to  special  spine  case  (minor) 

-  to  people  from  condemned  houses 

-  to  people  from  houses  damaged  by  subsidence 

-  to  overcrowded  families 

-  to  Tuberculosis  cases 

-  to  contacts  with  tuberculosis  cases 

-  to  cases  having  bad  sleeping  conditions 
but  not  legally  overcrowded 

-  to  families  on  Notice  to  quit 


160 


1 

1 

4 
2 

45 

5 
2 

15 

6 


16* 


-  to  families  for  special  consideration 


.  medical  grounds 

2 

to  families  previously 

tenants 

40 

to  families  prcviousl3T 

lodgers 

-  ICS 

to  mine  workers 

81 

to  non-mine  workers 

62 

In  spite  of  criticism  of  the  points  scheme  it  is 
submitted  that  the  above  figures  show  some  progress  in  the 
right  direction.  The  Council’s  scheme  has  not  proved 
unworkable  and  has  picked  out  the  worst  cases.  Every  case 
has  been  investigated  before  letting.  Tho  Overcrowding 
Schedule  of  the  Housing  Act  is  a  lenient  one  but  all  cases 
of  legal  overcrowding  on  tho  old  list  of  applications 
have  boon  re-housed.  It  is  still  realised  that  there  are 
many  cases  of  bad  sleeping  accommodation  which  are  not 
legally  overcrowded  on  present  standards.  It  would  be 
much  fairer  to  assess  tho  permitted  number  on  a  bedroom 
standard.  When  one  considers  that  tho  majority  of  four 
roomed  houses  in  the  district  of  two  living  rooms  and  two 
bedrooms  have  a  permitted  number  of  it  illustrates  the 
above  point.  Some  success  has  been  achieved  by  taking 
out  overcrowded  families  from  private  landlords’  properties 
and  arranging  with  the  landlords  to  take  in  othor  smaller 
families  from  the  list.  TTinc  cases  wore  dealt  with  in 
this  manner.  The  Coal  Board  wore  particularly  helpful  in 
making  these  exchanges  in  their  property. 

It  is  my  considered  opinion  that  the  Council  arc  doing 
the  correct  thing  in  allowing  a  small  porccnta,go  of  houses 
for  tenants  from  property  unfit  for  habitation  and  subject 
to  Demolition  Orders.  Whilst  it  is  realised  that  there 
are  still  many  people  in  lodgings  some  of  the  older 
properties  arc  in  very  bad  condition  and  only  fit  for 
demolition. 
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The  majority  of  new  tenants  soon  to  show  their 


appreciation  for  being  re-housed  and  take  pride  in  their 
houses  and  gardens.  In  many  cases  the  new  environment 
has  caused  remarkable  improvement.  In  spite  of  careful 
chocsing  however  one  or  two  families  usuallx'  previously 
living  under  the  worst  conditions  do  not  show  much 
improvement  and  continue  to  do  damage  to  the  fittings  etc. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Council  .arc  much  toe  lenient  in 
repairing  this  type  of  damage  without  charge.  The  damage 
should  be  repaired  and  the  tenant  ma.de  tc  pay  for  same,  they 
would  then  realise  that  they  had  a  responsibility  as  signed 
for  in  their  tenancy  .agreement.  There  is  no  excuse  for 
hot  plate  doors  being  smashed  off,  planter  work  damaged  etc. 
in  new  houses. 

The  Council  re-opened  the  list  for  further  applications 
on  September  24th.  1948. 

The  Council  have  built  and  let  since  the  war:- 


Prefabricated  Bungalows  -  200 
Throe  Bedroom  Traditional  Types  -  64 
Two  Bedroom  Traditional  Types  -  16 
Old  Persons'  Bungalows  -  20 


Total 

This  is  an  average  of  one  house  per  64.3 
population. 


300 


head  of 


520  .visits  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act  in 
connection  with  the  above  lettings.  Much  time  is  also 
spent  during  office  hours  de.aling  with  axrplicants 
particularly  when  there  arc  houses  ready  for  occupation. 


Staff. 

Thanks  are  hereby  expressed  for  the  efficient  service 
rendered  by  Hr.  A.  Sylvester  and  Hiss  H.  Byrne  and  for  the 
co-operation  of  other  departments.  In  addition  the 
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ind  owner  occupiers  in 


co-operation  of  tenants,  landlords,  c 
carrying  out  the  necessary  work  has  been  most  helpful. 

The  small  number  of  legal  cases  illustrates  this  point. 

As  materials  become  more  plentiful  and  controls  are  reduced 
it  is  hoped  better  progress  will  bo  made  in  the  future, 

I  have  nothing  further  to  report. 


I  remain, 

Y our  Ob  e  d i o  nt  So  rvant , 
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